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Mike Nemesvary had a dream to !‘fw !
become the premier freestyle skier in e T —
the world. For well over a decade, Mike - LR
competed at the highest levels, winning
dozens of championships including World
Cups, American, Canadian, European,
and British skiing titles. He even appeared
in blockbuster movies as a stunt skier,
notably James Bond’s “A View To A Kill.”
Then suddenly, his entire world changed.

On May 18, 1985, Mike was engaged
in a trampoline training session when a
somersault maneuver went terribly wrong. Mike blacked out
while airborne and woke up on his back, completely unable to
move or feel his body. In an instant, Mike went from world-
class skier to a high-level quadriplegic. From that moment on,
Mike’s life shifted from achieving world glory to undergoing a
series of surgical procedures, regaining some limited function,
and embarking on a new mission for his life.

In 2001, Mike set out on a life-long, worldwide challenge
to help others in similar situations achieve their dreams. One
of the first to support Mike was Christopher Reeve, who said:
“In a moment your life can change... there are reserves of
resourcefulness, strength, and energy you can call on to move

forward and nobody exemplifies that better than Mike.”

Through the ‘Round the World Challenge, Mike became
the first quadriplegic to independently drive around the
world. Behind the wheel of his heavily modified truck, Mike
traveled 41,000 kilometers, through four continents and 21
countries, giving motivational presentations and seminars
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Mike Nemesvary (center) during his
‘Round the World Challenge Tour in 2001.
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in hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and
research institutions.

Since 2001, much progress has
been made in the fields of research and
empowerment for people with spinal cord
injury. But Mike believes “more needs to
be done.” In 2021, the 20th anniversary
year, he decided to launch a virtual ‘Round
the World Challenge, due to Covid-19
travel restrictions. The tour is a call to
action for the basic human right of access
to mobility for all.

The 20th Anniversary Virtual Tour is tracing the same
global route Mike took in 2001, presenting specially narrated
and vintage video clips from the original ‘Round the World
Challenge. These insightful and emotional videos chronicle the
challenges, the highs and lows, that Mike experienced on his
unprecedented journey, which did so much to raise disability
awareness. All 21 video episodes will be released through
October 2021, with links to Zoom interviews with disability
leaders in the country or region each clip showcases.

The 20th Anniversary Virtual Tour has the support of
corporate sponsors and individual donors, and includes book
promotions, special events, and more. You can follow the tour
on his website at www.roundtheworldchallenge.com.

Mike’s goal for the tour is to raise funds for a million-
dollar endowment that will help people with spinal cord
injuries live with greater dignity and independence. The Reeve
Foundation is proud to be a partner and beneficiary of the
‘Round the World Challenge.

To donate and view all

w RL D current and recent episodes visit

www.roundtheworldchallenge.com



